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A MESSAGE

from the President of the Board

In light of the recent tragic event in New York, | took time,
as we all have, to pause, reflect, wonder and, in effect, re-

evaluate everything around me. Are the things that were
important before September 11% still as important as |
thought them to be? What has moved up in importance?
What has moved down?

In the last four years we've raised money for this building
and for the equipment in it, but as | think about the
tangibles of the building, it's really the intangibles that we
value—the community, the sense of belonging, the truly
American trait of volunteering.

But what is it about Creative Arts Workshop, although |
know our volunteers rarely stop volunteering when they
walk out these doors, | still wonder, why do we value
CAW? So, | guess for me it's the art—and not just

the tangible art, but the essence of art—the thought of
art, the process of art, the communication of art, the
expression of art, the language of art and simply, just
being around art. What draws us to this? | guess it's an
individual answer, but to me it's the history, the culture,
the essence of intelligence, and the future. At schools,
at work or at home we are faced with right and wrong
answers. Here, we're filled with nuance and ambiguity—
interpreting pieces of art the way it feels right. There is
a power in art that helps us when we are hurt, helps to
explain the mysteries of the world, breaks down barriers
or puts a question in our minds or a smile on our face.

0 The past year at CAW has also been reflective; the hard

work of raising money and completing the improvements
is for the most part finished. We were able to catch

our breath and perform the mission of the Workshop;
offering high quality art classes at a reasonable cost to
the community, presenting art in our gallery for those
who want to share without the hands on, and yes,

the regularity of the administrative work, the finance
work and the importance of raising money through the
Celebration of American Crafts.

We thank our board members and volunteers for their time

and effort. To Barbara Benson and Lupi Robinson and their

committee members for their extraordinary effort for the
Celebration. To Diane Svigals and her committee for
their work in the gallery all year, and to Carol Dhawan for
her wonderful smile and hospitality at each event.

To Dottie and Sandy, who so warmly welcome our guests
every day, to Larisa and Gus for keeping the organization
running smoothly and to Susan and Hilary for their
administrative leadership.

The arts in New Haven have blossomed and become a
more integral part of all our lives; | hope that you too are
able to use them as your strength in the weeks, months
and years ahead.

Tom Griggs
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IT’S A WRAP GALA:
Creative Arts Workshop Celebrates the

Capital Campaign!

Four years ago our organization launched a $500,000
Campaign for Creative Arts Workshop with the slogan
“Art enriching lives, Art building community”. The
purpose of this campaign was to secure the future of the
Workshop in terms of physical stability, accessibility and
technology. In all we raised $625,000 far exceeding our
expectations and in the spring of 2000 the success of the
campaign was celebrated with a gala event appropriately
titled It’'s a Wrap. On the evening of May 6, 2000
guests filled an elegantly decorated tent in the “Park of
the Arts” for the evening’s festivities including a live and
silent auction. The highlight of the many items auctioned
was a signed lithograph by Christo.

The Workshop is grateful to everyone who made this event
possible, including the Gala Committee and especially
Committee Chair, Georgia Newcomb. Special thanks to all

OUR 5™ DECADE

Creative Arts Workshop proudly marked its 40™
Anniversary in 2001 and kicks off its fifth decade with a
Gala event on May 4, 2002! The Workshop has proudly
served the greater New Haven community as a premiere
resource for the visual arts since 1961.

Creative Arts Workshop was founded in 1961 as a learning
center for beginning and professional artists alike. From
the outset, CAW had a dual commitment to excellence in
visual arts education and service to the greater New Haven

Opening of CAW at 80 Audubon Street, 1972

Tom Griggs, auctioneer, with Gala guests

of the faculty members who donated original artworks for
the auction in addition to their daily commitment to CAW.

Facility updates include the replacement of the 25 year
old roof, installing new flooring and lighting in the gallery
and studios, renovations to the lobby area, new office
space, the addition of Creative Works—a finely designed
exhibition space, new signage throughout the building,
an outdoor display case, and much needed new stairs
for the front entrance. Finally, old studio equipment was
replaced with state-of-the-art technology including two
new kilns, a new printing press and more. Renovations
are all but concluded and have made CAW more inviting
to the general public.

community. In 1972, due to an ever-increasing demand for
classes, and with generous support from the New Haven
Community, Creative Arts Workshop constructed its own
permanent building on Audubon Street.

40 years later Creative Arts Workshop continues to thrive
thanks to the talented faculty of professional artists who
teach our classes, support from our membership, the
tireless efforts of our outstanding volunteers and our
dedicated staff.
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GALLERY NEWS...

The 2000-2001 season has drawn to a close and thanks
to everyone on the Gallery Committee and especially to
the never-ending efforts of Chair, Diane Svigals, it has
been a tremendous success!

The season kicked off last fall with Downtown 2000:
Celebrating Neighborhoods. The show featured
selected works from the Artist-in-Residency Program

of the acclaimed International Festival of Arts &
Ideas. CAW was proud to present Downtown 2000
as part of its continuing Outreach Program.

New Works opened in January 2001 showcasing the
remarkable talents of our teaching faculty. The show
highlighted works by the more than 50 professional
artists who teach the 300+ courses and workshops
offered each year.

Artists Brian Bishop and Mary ]
Spencer winners of the year
2000 juried exhibition, Vital Signs:
Drawing as Inquiry returned to the
Workshop in February for a joint
exhibition. Both artists joined us
from out-of-state for the opening
reception.

CAW was proud to help celebrate
Yale's Tercentennial with a
commemorative show featuring
artists from the Yale School of
Art who have given their time

and talents to the Workshop.
Creative Arts Workshop
Celebrates the Yale
Tercentennial opened in March
and ran through April 22™.

33 YEARS AND STILL GOING:

Narration: Emblem and Sequence in
Contemporary Art, a national exhibition with

juror Robert Taplin, was very well received. The
exhibition, open to all media, explored the resurgence
of narrative in contemporary art. Works by 25 artists
from 23 different states were on view from mid- May to
the end of June 2001.

2001-2002 began with the Student Show in July, one
of CAW'’s most popular gallery events. This exhibition, as
always, showed the Workshop at its best. Beautiful work
in all media was on display through July 27%.

The August installation entitled Yard Show, by artist
Colleen L. Coleman, explored the African tradition
of creating sacred, magical spaces in the yard of one's
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The Celebration of American Crafts, a Time Honored Holiday Tradition

Last December the 32nd Annual Celebration of
American Crafts, CAW's annual holiday sale of con-
temporary crafts, proved once again to be the largest and
finest event of its kind in the state of Connecticut. Work

by over 400 artists were elegantly displayed in the galleries
for this prestigious six-week exhibition and sale. The 32nd
Annual Celebration team of volunteers faced unusually
cold weather and a plunging stock market and still managed
to sell till the inventory room was nearly empty.

The 33rd Annual Celebration runs through Decem-
ber 24, 2001. This year we are pausing to reflect on an
essential, yet often overlooked component of the Cele-
bration; that every piece is made in America. Come and
help celebrate our national heritage, shop for unique gift
items and support artists who live and work in the United
States. This year's event is off to a great start so come by
and see yet another stunning collection!

This is the Workshop's largest annual fundraiser and is en-
tirely volunteer run! We would like to extend our gratitude
to everyone who makes this event possible with special
thanks to Co-Chairs Barbara Benson and Lupi Robinson.
For information on becoming a volunteer please call us at
562.4927.

home. This unique exhibition opened August 6, and
closed with a reception on September 7%.

5, an exhibition of photography, opened September 14t
with quiet fanfare. We decided to go ahead with the
opening despite the events of September 11t and found
that the reception served two purposes. First, to honor the
five participating artists; Marianne Bernstein, Terry
Dagradi, Joan Fitzsimmons, Karen Klugman and
Harold Shapiro, who are each longstanding CAW faulty
members. Second, to allow for the community at CAW to
come together in difficult times. A candlelight vigil was held
in the front of CAW at the end of the reception.

Coming in January, the first of two student shows along

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
BETSY BARNETT

CAW mourns the passing of Betsy Barnett; friend,
benefactor, tireless volunteer and Board member. Betsy
came to the Workshop in 1988 and continued to serve for
an extraordinary thirteen years.

Betsy was recruited as a sales volunteer for the
Celebration of American Crafts in 1988 and
continued in that capacity for three years before taking on
larger roles such as serving on the Inventory Committee
and even serving as overall Celebration Chair for a
year. In 1994 Betsy became a member of the CAW
Board of Directors on which she served faithfully until her
passing this fall.

Betsy brought common sense, organizational skills, and
good cheer to every task, creating an atmosphere of
fellowship and
cooperation that
attracted many
new volunteers.
She is deeply
missed and

will always be
remembered with
gratitude and
much affection.

CAW COMPLETES WORK ON
PROMOTIONAL VIDEO

CAW now has a wonderful promotional video produced
by Harder and Company. The video shows the many
facets of the Workshop including our studio facilities, our
gallery, our faculty students and premier Young People’s
s Program. Many thanks to Mike Harder who gave a
tremendous amount of his time and creative energy to
make this project a reality. Look for it on CTV.
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FACULTY HAPPENINGS...

Judy Atlas was included in juried shows around the
state including the Connecticut Watercolor Society Show,
the New Haven Paint and Clay Club Annual Show and
the New Art Annual 2001 at the Stamford Museum and
Nature Center.

Joy Bristol was the recipient of the 2001 Dorothy
Bushnell Award from the Arts and Crafts Association of
Meriden. She exhibited throughout the region this year
and has a painting in the permanent collection of the New
Britain Museum of American Art.

Lucienne Coifman’s work was at NEWS 2001, a fiber
show for New England States winning 2nd Place and

the Popular Choice Award. Lucienne also participated in
the Art with Fiber biennial show at the West Hartford Art
League's galleries winning Tst Place and Best Use of Color.

Colleen L. Coleman has been selected as the Artist
in Residence at the Yale University Art Gallery. Her work
appeared in an article in the October/ November issue of
Art New England. Recent exhibits include Yard Show at
CAW and Marilyn Nelson Poet Laureate at the Connecticut
Commission on the Arts.

Steven DiGiovanni, the 2000 recipient of a
Connecticut Commission on the Arts Grant had an
exhibition in February at the Thirteen Gallery in Danbury
and currently has a solo exhibition at the New Britain
Museum of American Art. Steven has also been awarded
four portrait commissions for the Department of Political
Science at Yale University.
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Sarah Gustafson is currently on exhibit at Its only
Natural in Middletown and will be exhibiting at the Bushnell
Theater Promenade Gallery in January 2002. Sarah also
participated Connecticut Women Artists at the Discovery
Museum and Process Print at Choate Rosemary Hall.

Louise Harter participated in a book published this year
entitled Contemporary American Pottery by Kevin Hluchin in
which she had four color photos of her work published.

New faculty member Caitlin D. Johnston had a
solo exhibition at the Turtle Gallery in Deer Isle, ME and
participated in The Inspired Hand at the Maine Crafts
Association in Lewingston, ME

Ann P. Lehman is currently working on a commission
for the Ansonia Nature Center. Ann also has two
sculptures in the Madison Mile exhibition.

llustrator Tatjana Mai-Wyss has worked for Cricket
Magazine, New Moon Magazine, Sterling Publishing,
Harcourt Brace, L' Atelier Du Poisson in France and
Editions Point de Suspension in France.

Connie Pfeiffer had a solo show entitled In the Company
of Woman at the Beyond Care Wellness Center in Branford.
Connie will also be on exhibit at CAW this spring.

K. Levni Sinanoglu exhibited nationally this summer
participating in New Talent at the Alpha Gallery in Boston,
MA and Drawing an Intimate Dialogue at the Soil Gallery in
Seattle, WA.

INNER CIRCLE MEMBERS ENJOY
“LIVING WITH ART” EVENTS!

Did you know that a membership donation of $250 or
more entitles you to Inner Circle privileges? As a member
at this level you will receive annual invitations to three
“Living with Art"tours/lectures and receptions.

Last season the Workshop's Inner Circle was treated
to many special events including: a sneak preview tour
of the new Yale School of Art, a viewing of Herman
Copen'’s private and extensive collection of African Art
with a reception that followed at the home of Lynn and
Morton Reiser, and a day in Washington, Connecticut
to tour the home and studios of artists Tommy Simpson
and Missy Stevens, brunch at the G.W. Tavern followed
by a tour of the home and studio of sculptor and Yale
Professor, Philip Grausman.

Just this October the Inner Circle traveled by bus to tour
the sculpture on exhibit in the Madison Mile. The tour was
led by exhibition organizer Mr. William Bendig and was fol-
lowed by a reception at the home of Joan and Bugs Baer.
Many thanks to Betsy Welch for all the time and effort
she puts into organizing these wonderful events!

If you would like more information on how to become a
member of the Inner Circle and take advantage of fabu-
lous events like these call us at 562.4927.

CAW WINS SECOND PLACE IN
SCULPTURE RACE!

The CAW team won second place in the 2001 Great
Kinetic-cut Sculpture Race! Congratulations to the creative
team of John Anderson, Ron Hedberg, Eric
lannucci, Michael Shevelkin, Sam Shevelkin and
their fearless leader Eva Scopino, Head of the Young
People’s Program.

CAW'S entry in Sculpture Race




